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Haiku by Tadato Nakatsuka

translated by Eric Selland

translator’s note: I was asked to translate these two haijin (the other being Ginema) for
the Tokyo Poetry Festival held in September 2011. They were amongst a fairly large and
eclectic group selected by organizer Natsuishi Ban'ya. As far as I know, the poets

themselves chose the haiku to be included.

Tadato Nakatsuka

Born 1949 in Tokyo. In 1915 my grandfather, Ippeki Nakatsuka, became publisher of
the free-verse haiku magazine, Kaiko, edited by Hekigotd Kawahigashi. My father,
Mayumi Nakatsuka, was publisher until his sudden passing in 1993, at which point I
became the third generation owner and publisher of the magazine. The magazine
reached its 1,000 issue in 2004. In 2008, along with a group of friends who share a
love of free-verse haiku!, I started the Tokyo Free-Verse Haiku Association as a means

of moving beyond the limits of the magazine framework. Through this new organization

U translator s note: “Free-verse haiku” is haiku which does not use the 5-7-5 pattern, or allows itself to
fall somewhat outside those constraints. The lack of seasonal words (kigo) may sometimes come along in
the same package, though not necessarily. This innovation has been one that has been available to
haikuists ever since early experiments of the Modernist period (1916-1938). Some haikuists, such as
Nagata Koi, may occasionally be loose with the count, but this does not necessarily make them
“officially” a free-verse haikuist. I personally do not like the term “free-verse haiku” because it ties haiku
too much to English language assumptions, and is ultimately meaningless to us since by the time it is
translated there will be no more 5-7-5 pattern anyway.



we are working toward a resurgence of free-verse haiku, as well as its improvement.
Last year we held a combined meeting with a fixed-form haiku group. I continue to

work toward the building of a better future for haiku.
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Gods. Nature, and Humans

TLHB 77 77 KHEDH 51
New Year’s day — gold fish blow last year’s bubbles

B FE ST KR H T 22 K

It’s not spring yet — its absence emerging from between the magnolias

KETITDLT P> TETHRICK DI

Barging in with a big smile, ocean becomes spring

BOWH) S IS5
Cherry blossoms spill from the faucet of spring

BADF—LERFAHE LR TPoTEET

The train heading toward the platform of spring
Comes in with its right shoulder raised

COHOLELEIZA BT ED

On this day, more cherry blossoms than I deserve
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Cider like swooosh! Summer’s heart-throb

TXTVDHEICY 2y E—KELTLEVE LA

Shooh! Blew one puff at cockroach summer

AL HBEIC IBEA 72RO ST L v

On the day to commemorate war’s end
I’m more sad about the dead goldfish

WD ITADITSNTEHDGIZEN D

Summer sun sets, having found no excuse

AVESZTEHSTEOERL T Lo

Summer love I purchased at the convenience store has melted

%, SAREPERESELTHET

Dear sir, the osmanthus flowers are raising a fuss

& BEFANBET THiDYEI L B

The pomegranate splits open to the tune of a well-known children’s song

WEENEK L B ZNUI T 72 v 7 hdARNCDFH

Dry leaves falling — that’s the classic sound of rice crackers being eaten

v HIMOHAD T2 K720 %

Cold — I close the door where earthly desires come and go

RFRIZ A>T HARE
The clear blue sky kept in a little envelope
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Raising up the weight of the winter from its rear end

BRBELCLE>LBBBMOTVWES

The ocean, which wrecked spring, is crying

ZECICATARE S JilFb HE

Sky blue, humans covered with mud — the ocean is blue too

DR IFIFHEEDOF VI L TE L

I’1l blame this anger which has nowhere to go on the gods

HEEICEZED I 501N

Who is it who manipulates spring at will and makes the cherry blossoms bloom

bIY)RKLRY 7 703% - LIRZFAIT 7%
It’s alright now — the cherry blossoms have gently opened their eyes

T ) R ORDARD TITEE D 3w

If I may say something selfish — all you gather around under the cherry blossoms

“HEPBUHEFEF RO HIE SO Z

Tsunami in March, nuclear meltdown in April,
and in May a no confidence vote

FHEBME Y~ FMIR-oT 2L I 6o &
When spaceship Yamato returns the cherry blossoms fall
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